BOOK   IV.

OF

VEGETABLES.

VEGETABLES are too well known to require any defi-    Bookiv.
nition.    They are perhaps the most numerous class of         v~"~^
bodies belonging to this globe of ours ; the species al-
ready known amounting to no less than 30,000, and
very considerable  additions are daily making to the
number.   But it is not my intention in this place either
to enumerate, to describe, or to classify plants.    These
tasks belong to the botanist, and have been successfully
accomplished by the zeal, the singular address, and the
indefatigable labour, of Linnaeus and his followers.
It is the business of the chemist to analyse vegeta-
bles, to discover the substances of which they are coin- -
posed, to examine the nature of these substances, to in-
vestigate the manner in which they are combined, to
detect the processes by which they are formed, and to
ascertain the chemical changes to which plants, after
they have ceased to vegetate, are subject. Hence a
chemical investigation of plants comprehends under it
four particulars : I. An account of the different siib*
stances found in the vegetable kingdom. 2. An ac-